Lehigh Valley Photography Club

Meeting Minutes

March 19, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by President, Andy Smith.

1.  Executive Committee Reports -


Vice- President Sandy Gelatt - TJ Delikat won this month's photo assignment. She photographed a painting she made for her uncle who passed away before it was finished.


Treasurer Jeff Grim - The full treasurer's report can be accessed on-line.5 new members joined the club this month bringing total membership to 90.  $85 was taken in and $45 expended for PSA dues.


Program Committee Chairperson Lee Levin-Friend - Next month's program is in the works. Check the web-site for announcements.  The May program will be a juried exhibition - more to follow on that.


Events Committee Chairperson Loretta Killian - Loretta was unable to attend the meeting but provided notes to be read. There will be a photo shoot tomorrow starting in Hellertown. On Saturday, an event will be held at Peace Tree Farm in Kintnersville. Jeff Grim has posted a link to their website.  It will be too early to shoot many flowers at the greenhouse, but there will be plenty of leaves and textures.

2.         New Business-

            Clothesline Exhibition -  Judy Zabrecky announced that there will be another First Friday clothespin exhibition at the Banana Factory. The theme is Merging Flowers. Entries must be a raw 8x10 photo, not framed or matted with your name on the back of the photo.  Photos can be offered for sale (put price on back of photo or NS if not for sale).  Suggested pricing is in the $10 to $50 range ( A member offered some pricing guidelines - Rarity of photo, difficulty of shot and artist's reputation can influence pricing.) If your picture sells, the Banana Factory gets 15% of the sale price. Photos can be brought 1/2 hour before the start of First Friday or dropped off at the Banana Factory prior to that day (write ATTN: Rachel, LV Photography Club on submission).  To ensure that your picture does not get lost, it is recommended that you bring it on Friday or give it to a club member to bring along.


Club Dues For Next Year-  Present dues are $30 for an individual, $45 for a family and $20 for seniors or students. Jeff reported that we have a surplus in the treasury of $1700 although there are some expenditures. He proposed changing the amount to $20 for existing members and $25 for new members. Discussion followed. It was suggested that the dues remain the same and some of the money could be used to provide more prominent speakers for club meetings. It was brought up that we should allow for attrition, especially since this is only the first year of the club.  The subject of refreshments for First Friday was raised. A new member commented that the price was very reasonable. A suggestion was made to rent a booth to sell photos at the many area festivals (i.e. Mayfair, Muskifest, Celtic Classic, etc.). For example, Mayfair charges $300 for a booth and gets 30% of any sales.  It was noted that many events are self-sustaining - money earned from one event can be used to fund the next one. Since the club is a member of PSA, the possibility was mentioned of checking their website to find out what other clubs are doing to raise funds and promote their organizations.  Another suggestion was to use the surplus money to buy photographic items and hold a raffle. Jeff moved that the dues stay the same for the coming year.  It was seconded by Brian and approved by a majority. 


Executive Board Nominations - March 31 will be the end of the tenure of the current Executive Board.  Andy requested volunteers and nominations for the new board.  Sue Smith has agreed to stay on as Secretary but all other positions are open.  


Assignments - The theme for March is Candid.  April's theme is Self-Portrait and June will feature Flowers.  Andy re-iterated that photos must be taken during the month of the contest only.  The contest closes on the last day of the month and voting will take place during the first 10 days of the following month.


A question was raised about guidelines (how much manipulation is allowed). The contest rules are stated in the Membership section of the website. Sandy Gelatt will update the rules.  Jeff Grim wanted to form a committee to update the guidelines. Andy Smith reminded the membership that the purpose of the assignment is to get people taking pictures.  Also, he feels that a picture taken with a camera (no matter what the subject) is considered a photograph. We do not want to limit artistic expression. It was suggested that rules for judging the juried show be put in place.  There are different ways of voting.  This idea was tabled for a future meeting.


New Members - Four new members were present at tonight's meeting - Lynette Van Balen, Bill Leib, Ernest Pile and Lori Histand.

3.
Program

Tonight's program consisted of a critique of framed pictures by club members. Time was allowed to view the entries and then the participants explained their photos and received feedback from the audience. Two of the more unusual entries were several photos taken with an infra-red camera and a scrapbook of family photos.


Submitted by Susan Smith, Secretary

