Lehigh Valley Photography Club 
Meeting Minutes 
September 18, 2008 

Opening
The regular meeting of the Lehigh Valley Photography Club was called to order at 7:00 pm on September 18, 2008 at The Banana Factory in Bethlehem, PA by President Andy Smith. 
Present: List available upon request
President’s Message – Andy Smith

1. Andy welcomed everyone, mentioned that Dan’s discount books were still available at $20.00, and announced that Judy Zabrecky was the winner of September’s “Happiness is…” assignment contest. 

Events Committee – Loretta Killian, Chairperson 
2. Loretta noted that the next two monthly events will include a visit to the Lehigh Valley Zoo on September 21st, and the Phillipsburg Steam Train Ride on October 19th. 

Treasurer and Secretary Reports – Jeff Grim
3. Jeff noted that a summary of the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending August 31st has been posted on the Club’s website, and full copies of the full report are available on request. Serving as temporary Secretary, he also mentioned that the Secretary’s Report would not be read, but is available on the Club website as well. 
Photo Assignment

4. Following discussion on the process of monthly photo assignment, it was decided by consensus to have two monthly subjects open concurrently, allowing additional time for shooting and posting. Each assignment will be open from the first through the last day of each month. Topics drawn for the next two months were “Girl”, which will be open from October 1-31, and “Chocolate”, open from November 1-30. Voting will take place for ten days following the close of each assignment.  In subsequent months, one additional subject will be drawn, extending the open assignments. 

Digital and Print Committee – Nick Democritos

5. Nick reported that the Digital and Print Committees have now been combined. He announced that the Committee is planning to hold a meeting of photo critiquing and discussion by club members. Digital photos will be submitted ahead of time. At the current time the intention is to accept a couple of photographs of any subject matter, with critique meetings held every other month.

Election of Officers

6. The floor was opened for the nomination of additional persons to serve as either the Club’s Vice-President or Secretary. Sandy Gelatt had previously been nominated as both Vice-President and Secretary, and Susan Smith as Secretary. There being no further nominations, Andy declared Sandy as the new Vice-President and Sue as the new Secretary.
New Business
7. No additional new business was introduced. 

Presentation – Turning Pro and Sports Photography – Greg Crisp
Invited guest and respected professional sports photographer Greg Crisp conducted a lively presentation on aspects of turning pro, and in particular his long career in sports photography.  His primary subjects are golf, baseball, football and auto racing, and he displayed a body of his work.

In both his presentation and in fielding questions, he emphasized hard work in getting established, and suggested that you can become as good as you want to be. It’s a matter of how badly you want it. Among this talked about were getting noticed, being proud of your images, learning to share assignments, being easy to work with, getting and keeping clients, and thinking like a pro. He now shoots strictly JPEG with Canon digital.  
His goal is to get the shot right the first time, directly from the camera.  In sports photography, one has to anticipate what could happen and where, and that there is usually only one chance for a good shot, so patience is key. He provided specific tips on shooting, what to carry, and how to go about selling your work. Being “unique” is important. The bottom line, he said, was in getting “Holy Moly pictures” and asking yourself, “Would you buy the photo?”
Additional New Business 
8. September’s Assignment - The topic chosen for September’s photo assignment is “Happiness is…”

Next Meeting

9. The next meeting will be held at the Banana Factory at 7:00pm on Thursday, September 18th.

Adjournment
The Meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm. 

Minutes submitted by: Jeff Grim, Acting Secretary
